Introducing the voices of villagers
s of Ginoza Village

As avillage of "water, green and sun’, we aim w‘ﬁﬁiing a village in harmony with nature
and industry" as a major meaw Villag n nature, but in recent years, it has been further

developed by the completion of “Tourism Base Facilities” and our local youth who support their
communities to be vibrant. We introduce the charms of Ginoza village from the voices of the local
villagers who actually live within the communities.
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Ginoza’ s Charm #1 icg ) \
Attractiveness of natural environment to from the mountain, river and sea

Ginoza village is located on the center (t€npus) of the east coast of the main island of Okinawa, and is a village that signifies rich water, green and sun. According to this tagline, X .
Ginoza is blessed with rich nature as well as w;{er and greenery. Mountains such as Kochiya mountainj Garaman mountain and Kanna mountain are connected in the northwestern " T : g - £ o
part to form a beautiful landscape full of green "From the mountains to the east coast, rivers such as the Kannia Fukuchi River and the Kinbaru River flow, and mangrove communities : s . . . b o K"

spread around these estuaries whel%‘t is celebrated. Ginoza village, where many rivers flow, have five dams, ipcluding the Kanna Dam, which was selected as one of the 100 : N = ; ol -

dams of Japan, and supports the lives of-vi rs. Ginoza Village is also attractive for its beautiful ocean. Kanna, Sokei;Ginoza, and Matsuda areas face the beach and are popular with o . . A . e "

visitofs from inside and outside the prefecture with its stunning sunrise and waves from the cobalt blue sed. In &ddition, there is a adventurous cave called "Matsuda cave’ which lasts o . ”
over 200 meters in length in the underground-area of Matsuda district, and Ginoza village's firstamost touristisight. On the other hand, in the village, old houses with tiled roofs o
reminiscent of the original scenery of Okinaw'a_,' and utaki, or sacred sites, where our ancestors rest quietly rerhain. You ¢an experience the simple beauty of the Okinawan way of life.

i

| R

&
u



BT e i 2

— P e

"

HSEINBET AN T A E R E R R E RS R E

HAREHEREDMHIDHZHNDDZHIELTVET

flilicE T A RISV IEWND

RO B 2T B R |

e = 2 dhorac ‘{ﬁ\?
HEEMAMREXICHZEREDP R —F T JEAVEEHEE,

TF—T I FRVIG MU YT —EDHEDT /NS T

LENTHRBICELOFTT N—ARF 2 —F vV 7T H

AR BRI TFISNBETT,

A rich natural beach located in Ginoza village’ s Matsuda district. There is a large

parking lot, tables, a bathroom, toilet and shower, perfect for families with small

children to enjoy. If you want to use the barbecue or camp out you will need to
make a reservation in advance.
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We strive to create a village in harmony with nature and local industry

With our rich green and water, Ginoza village will use its regional resource, and strive to create a village that can coexist with them.
Furthermore, we utilize the characteristics of each area to promote land use and develop industry. One of the representative examples
of symbiosis with "greenery" is the utilization of forest areas. The dam lake and a part of the forest area around it are considered as
"utilizable zones", and are developed as sports camp sites that take advantage of the natural environment, and places such as natural
experiences. In addition, we create green in all spaces such as roads and rivers, settlements, and expand the space where animals and
plants can live, so that humans and people can live together. By carrying out symbiosis with "water", river and dam lake surface and its
surroundings are preserved, and utilization as recreation space is mentioned. In addition, we develop ecotourism in the Katabaru tidal
flat area, promoting such products like mozuku in the marine industry, and plan utilizing spaces for such things like fishery experience
including marine beach and marine leisure. Regarding the use of “sato” or hometown resources, we promote maintenance, inflection
of superior farmland and residential land formation with unity in consideration to neighboring farmlands. We are also promoting
information dissemination of local agricultural products, promotion of local production for local consumption, and improvement of
added value through the sixth industrialization of pesticide-free vegetables and local specialty products.
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A small park near the Kuruma prawn shrimp farm in Ginoza village. Okubo Garr,

where natural spring water flows, is an important water source that has
supported the lives of villagers throughout history. If you are lucky you can meet
cute little ducks and prawns.
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A park in the rich forest space in Ginoza village’ s Kanna district. You can walk
along the promenade and enjoy forest bathing. In addition, Heija-garr flows

within the park, and old storage tank remains, which are considered as the
birthplace of water supply for Ginoza village.
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A huge tidal flat that appears at low tide in Ginoza village’ s Matsuda district. A
unique landscape where the nutrients that flow from the mountains are carried
to the mudflats by the rain, and many living creatures flourish together. When
low tide occurs, you can see indigenous Ryukyu rice crabs and other species
unique to the Ryukyu Islands.
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Shi-shi Dance

The Shi-shi Dance, which has been performed at Matsuda district for
more than 200 years at the annual festival “Ashibi of the fifteenth moon",
is a typical traditional dance as well as group dance. After all it is
considered that the tribunal court entertainment which descended from
Shuri was its origins, and it is revered as a guardian deity of the village
and widely cherished.
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Various traditional performing arts such as Ginoza's August
Ashibi.

Ginoza Village has a large number of folk events and
traditional arts such as August Ashibi (fertility festival) and
tug-of-war in the 4 districts of Matsuda, Ginoza, Sokei and
Kanna where settlements have been formed since ancient
times. Among them, “Ginoza no Kyotaro™ is designated as
an intangible folk cultural asset of Okinawa, and “Sokei’ s
Miditaya” is designated as a village intangible folk cultural
asset. In addition, in August 2005 Ginoza Ashibi was
selected as "an intangible folk cultural property that should
be taken measures for record making" from the Cultural
Affairs Agency. These folk traditions and traditional arts are
conducted with emphasis in each district, and it shows the
height of interest in such areas. In order to protect the
distinctive folk cultural properties of Ginoza Village, we will
actively support the creation of an environment and
development of successors, in which community-based
succession is promoted.
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Precious culture for the next generation Traditional culture to be inherited
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The pride of the local region passed on to the next
generation

In the Matsuda, Ginoza, Sokei and Kanna districts of
Ginoza village, the annual festival is held on August
15th of the lunar calendar. First and foremost, this
annual festival is an event to thank the gods enshrined in
the village's sacred sites and for celebrating fertility and
a brand new year. It is said that the performing arts
brought by the samurai warriors who moved from Shuri
and Naha, was added to this to become the current style
it is today. One of the characteristics of the Ginoza
village's fertility festival is that after performing “ugan”
or prayers to a worship site related to the establishment
of the village, the traditional performing arts are
dedicated and shown. It is a festival with a distinctive
character for each district, but the common factor is that
seniors in the area serve as masters of the performing
arts and teach the youth of each district. While the
tradition is inherited under their guidance, this practice
between generations serves as a place to connect and
deepen local connections.
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Ginoza Village Agricultural Successors Center is a facility that is run and mgﬁag
Various agricultural crops are cultivated in Ginoza village, declarations made by the village include "strawberry village" and "organic village” . In addition, the cultivation of there is a system to back up equipment, such as housing and agricultural wate
seafood such as mozuku and prawns is also popular, and traditional crafts with amazing craftsmanship are also attractive. garden” which cooperates and carries out strawberry picking experien
popularity from inside and outside the prefecture. At the center, we are

engaging in agriculture. For the center graduates,

he alumnus is independent and started a "strawberry

brand formation of Ginozﬁage which also gains

nd onions to name a few. i
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% D *E. W ?‘ D ﬁf& %’Eﬁ{% 7’337%%'(‘3_ ©1q ﬁﬁ% 12k, iﬂ{fgﬁiﬂ'{ Y\ﬁ \ i‘m fﬁﬁ*ﬂ‘d) ﬂi\‘-% added value by forming a safe and secure local brand centered on low agricultural chemicals and orga oza village

flowers such as chrysanthemums and orchids, tropical fruit trees such as pine apple and mango, eco-vegetab

Jiiil o) % EWIE D 2HHELTVE DONEELT ERRI2EEDS BB MK ZIIARLTVET FLTAFIFFDRED greenhouse cultivation in recent years, the agricultural sector is making pioneering production. However, similar to t]
the challenge is to nurture and secure leading farmers. As a measure, we started accepting trainees (2 years) in the villa;

—g_ o Eﬁfﬂ?ﬁ@ j_:.féf)%ﬁsw Iz N é <‘: £) % %‘% ﬁﬁjz‘t v 7 — (I :B TGS )% %ﬁé;% {Zkgﬁ)% % 0) = U’]\h/‘% &) % %%Yﬁf)‘ for the Successors of Agriculture from 2000. Now, the graduates of the center are playing a role in further revitalizing ag

an agricultural system to support the entire region, we are expanding the supply of local production for local consumptior
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For the formation of a safe and secure local brand production center
Creating safe and secure agricultural products and the organic village declaration
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Souvenirs and special products that utilize local products and special products of

Ginoza village also vary. Popular sweets are made with strawberries and mango,

and tempura bowls made with fresh locally farmed prawns. There are many other

specialties that represent Ginoza village, such as hamburgers and jams that use
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delicious local ingredients.
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In Ginoza village, administration and farmhouses had a discussion in order to raise the safety of agricultural products in 2004 and to put out measures for brand formation for local
branding. Among them, was the launch of Ginoza Eco Vegetable Study Group in 2006, succeeded in cultivating vegetables such as spinach without chemical fertilizer and pesticide-free.
Support for these efforts and for all farmers, in March 2010, we declared "Organic Valley Ginoza Village" to promote the production of "Ginoza eco-agricultural products.”

Since then, the village has promoted the creation of "reliable and safe produce” and has certified the use of the "Ginoza eco-agricultural products logo mark" for farmers and production
groups that have reduced the use of chemical fertilizers. This helps to expand sales channels, including shipments to the wholesale market, and to properly bring light to the value of
Ginoza eco-crop products. It also helps to provide the “safe and secure crops” that consumers truly demand.
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We promote child care in Ginoza village from facility to environment

By promoting the creation of an environment where children can be raised with confidence, we aim to create a
village in which the area is activated and the child care generation wants to continue living in Ginoza Village. In
addition to playgrounds such as Giinokun Land and Ginoza Village Rural Park, Ginoza Cultural Center also holds
"Garaman Kids Studio (Dance)" twice a week and events such as music concerts and supports local child care It is
said to be a base related to In addition, in library in culture center, we hold events such as "wonderful talk sessions"
regularly and raise interest to child reading. Ginoza Village Museum exhibits folk art, life tools and artifacts found
in the village. A picture-story show based on the legends of Ginoza village and the situation at the time of the
Okinawa war, so you can get in touch with culture and history from your childhood.
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Ginoza village, in addition to the village-owned ground and general gymnasium, facilities such as Kariyushi Hotels Ball Park Ginoza DOME and Ginoza Hitting

2 HX
‘H % TS5
Driving Range are well-equipped, and many users visit from outside the prefecture. In addition, there is a well-developed environment for sports recreation

\ — - ~ activities from children to the elderly, such as park golf courses, rural parks, Kanna dam lake park, and marine health promotion facilities. Hanshin Tigers Spring
\ = . - Camp has been held in our village since 2003, and at Kanna Dam, the Japan National Association of Canoeing has been holding training camps along with other
'j_ / J \ . events. The Ginoza Multipurpose Sports Facility was completed in 2019, further enhancing the village’ s support for sports and recreation
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