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Get to know Ginoza

In Ginoza, Kochiya mountain, Garaman mountain and Kanna mountain prevent the northern wind, and Inoo (a lagoon) on the coast became a fishing ground, and people lived in a place surrounding the

water resources since the Jomon period.

During the Ryukyuan kingdom era, Kochiya (now: Matsuda), Ginoza, Sokei and Kanna settlements were formed, and in each settlement today there is still a sacred area where the ancestors sleep.
During the Meiji era, samurai class from Shuri, Naha, and Tomari stayed at Kochiya and Ginoza, and passed down many cultural activities, such as the traditional dance of “Motobu Onushi" and "Ginoza
Kyotaro (prefecture folk cultural asset).” It has been introduced to the annual festival (August ashibi), which conveys performing arts and prays for a rich harvest and has been inherited until this day.

At the time of the Okinawa War in 1945, the village was not a battlefield unlike the central south of the Okinawa main island, however prior to the war ending the village was used as a testing ground for
increasing food production where many areas allowed high occupancy including Takamatsu, Fukuyama, and Shirohara. This led to the area being occupied by civilians after the occupation of the U.S.
military, and about 103,000 people were living in village at its peak time.
In this way, the village has many cultural assets including nature, archeology, folklore, entertainment, and the battle of Okinawa tell the history of the present age dating back to the Jomon period.
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FHRBOHWERBIX. [T ]E The Ishigantou of Sokei

PN AR T A RIS RES N TOET, (Shigandang) :
UL B - A I - BRI O [ (Precaution from Abuzaki)
X K 4 In a section of the old settlement of Sokei, you can
6 ﬂk<}ﬁl7§*5/‘éb )%1§AT<;¢)&%15&TL )foC find what is known in Japanese as “Ishigantou” , or
P I Shisa in Okinawa. These Ishigantou were strategically
M hON EF%U’@ H E’\JT“%@@)\DLJ THURNT % placed on the North, South and West sides of the area
Bl to protect the entrances to this settlement from what
—lh El‘ ‘f:t{xxgnfl’ )ij_° the people of Sokei believed to be evil winds blowing
&,_7_, IE@QHSE 1z Liq:%fgb %-»@3%7? from Mt. Onna, Mt. Kushi and Abuzaki.
Hes Xy LU 1) B On the 5th day of the 9th month of the lunar
i % A SHY INyald W %fﬂif E*‘L\ v ,E—g— % calendar, they have a ritual where they sacrifice cows

at the three Ishigantou sites to drive away evil.
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\ ga =) g AR [Village designated cultural property (historic castle)] RS TRET,
K HH O J§ 355 Je T Rl AR , i L U g
L Matsuda's horse field and pine trees 19424 (AL 74) , RSB AHEELO MRASES
HE/NZERICE RO EICE B SFEB LI [ T4—F Y A—» At Matsuda Elementary School, there is the "Matsuda's Al a AR b SN R R T R A Rt
hy field and pine trees" where th le of Kochi M 4 i 1% AR i
t 50 AR (FAEOIE) D AXHEBBEEUALLOSEEOE  (now Matsuda) efoyed grassracing. bl by Teeratan mey R e
5 < during the Meiji era. VE[BEEMFEINE IR0,
i%&Uﬁ@lﬁ?kJ 75‘26”)&'9‘0 The horse field is 250 meters long by 25 meters wide, with l— ij H; o= 3
14 L L] ine trees planted on the left and right to provide a viewin, W /e v ‘ﬂ‘U ji3 1 1
3 H%%Lié%ZSOX—HM II]EZS)(—]‘)[/T\ Eﬁkﬁ\‘%ﬁﬁﬂ‘b’fﬁ‘% Eite,”tl"he p}ijne tlrees cotntinuetto crezﬁe[:bgautiful scenery. P i; Ewryﬁ il Lii&z}g@j;‘:ﬂ—vz7 i lsgkil .HS pbr?yfsr ks}t[e hi-shi d lled “Ishigant e s LI
N N S n the old village border of Sokei, stone shi-shi dogs called “Ishiganto” are placed in the east and west.
i%f.?ﬁ&“b‘%ﬂ'(b \ibfloiﬁﬁ\ ﬁ\\jﬁﬂiliibb ‘%ﬁ%")<’)fh 3&3_0 A éE i i )ij—z} 1 95533 ( HEﬁ3OE) Ei?%% As it was th()uﬁht that the wind blowing from thegdirecti()n of (%nna mounl:ain, Kushi mountain and Abe
fﬁ@h‘f‘@oftjﬁ*d‘iﬂﬁﬂ:}j AT Y EE%%%W WA cape would carry natural disasters in Sokei, it is reported that they put Ishiganto at the entrance of the
village for the purpose of abduction.
:\: ‘j' A ‘7 5 “)U ﬁ?/ 7?)“}% DD %) D Li N i—l‘,l iﬂ?l fﬁf@{% D In addition, on September 5 of the lunar calendar, there is an event called "Simakanka", which slaughters
L ﬁ—ﬁ}?iﬁﬁﬂ; Ixice '(j(t}]f B 37 $7§ 5 7](/!? U)ﬁzhsz cattle and offers meat to Ishiganto in three places of the village to eliminate evil spirits.
= . Z A3 R = "VRON K72
e Maehara ruins i e
On the Maehara coast of Matsuda, there is the %Kgﬂf:%t%l%ﬂfb‘iﬁ"o

?*’A\EE@ Huﬁﬁﬁbcli\ ;ﬁlﬂ::‘:/\ﬁﬂi Rl “Maehara ruins” , where the Okinawa acorn of
@%’E (}“_;‘;) LZ]\otﬁ‘:\:ﬁ‘Uﬁi“)Uﬁ“/ the horse mackerel inside a fossilized basket from

approximately 3,800 years ago was discovered.

0)% ( 1NV ) NFEEIN: rﬁﬁ}?iﬁﬁa};] ) Usually, plant-based artifacts are destroyed at

ruins hundreds to thousands of years ago, but by

HVFET HBE . AEH~MTFEF OB TIX surveying the same ruins, records of people in the

4 g 1 Jomon period immersed in water with traces of
hﬁ%‘ﬁ@iﬁ%ﬂiﬁ%ft&? DTI P, Iﬁhﬁ eating nuts were found, as well as new founding

hinting to the fact that they drained and stored

M@%ﬁ‘:i?f%@yﬂ#{ﬁo)/\Qﬁiﬁo)i nuts.
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CELIP X i e ) Okawa Gusiku ruins

In the Furujima area of Ginoza, there is the historical
“Ginoza prayer site” , also called “Okawa gushiku”
because of the legend that Okawa Aji lived there.

The area around Gushiku has been carved in several
stages, and traces of stone can also be confirmed, showing
that people were conscious of defense. After excavation,
Chinese pottery from the 12th to 14th centuries were also
found.
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Kanna Weenuatai

The forest to the east of Kanna village is called Weenuatai
(commonly known as Yoriage Forest Park), and it is a valuable forest
in which plants growing in different environments of limestone and
non-limestone can be found. In addition, we have the largest
growing Amami-arakashi trees found in the prefecture, and
Amami-arakashi nuts (acorns) could be picked through November to
December.

In addition, it was confirmed in the excavation survey that a farrier
was run during the Gusuku era, and a wooden house-shaped tomb
made of Chaagi wood (Japanese name: Inumaki), which was
regarded as one of Ryukyu kingdom's temple in the cave of the
forest.
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