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The settlements of Kochiya (present-day Matsuda), Ginoza, Sokei and Kanna were established back in the era of the Ryukyu Kingdom, and the Utaki,

or sanctuaries, in all these areas have been passed on from previous generations to the present.
In the Meiji Era, warriors from Shuri, Naha and Tomari migrated to Kochiya and Ginoza, bringing with them their traditions, such as the

“Motobu-Ufunushi” kumi-odori and “Ginoza’s Chondara” (Intangible Piece of Folk or Cultural Heritage). These have been incorporated into our present-day

celebrations, such as the Honen-sai (Hachigatsu-Ashibi, or August Jubilee) where prayers are given to the gods for a bountiful harvest.
In 1945, unlike the south central regions of the main island of Okinawa, our village was not a scene for the war. Some years before the war, with the

aim of increasing food production, the agricultural colonies of Takamatsu, Fukuyama and Shirohara were established, and, after the American Military

The Kochiya, Garaman and Kanna Highlands protect our village from northerly winds and the lagoons serve as fishing grounds. Ever since the Jomon
Occupation, the area that is now our village became a civilian settlement with about 103,000 inhabitants.

Era, our people have relied on the waterfront for their livelihood.
The history of our village, dating back to the Jomon Era, speaks of nature, archeology, folklore, performing arts and the war in Okinawa, making for a

rich cultural heritage.
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The Ishigantou of Sokei JFLUL  TyE A HY Bl T250 & v H X W 1;/\ ﬁ
Gigandans T S T cigTEiiol e Y
. . C 3 [ b2 v~ N ey . B
(Precaution from Abe Mountain) 7/7 ] % H%Eo 3 TIC b 7 % IR S %‘ {z\ " %E;} N EE] E
In a section of the old settlement % & 3 & v H LD Cji E%E .? D R @ §_ % ?,: }li i n JDE o 4 2
of Sokei, you can find what is known in 1 ﬁ_j\: 9 Z % 5 B lg ) i = o X T; K i I~ & B_E @ 1t
Japanese as “Ishigantou”, or Shisa in — A fr H E T A ! HH n A E e I 2 :{Er [ A rlNe g
Okinawa. These Ishigantou were L T I 5 W % ?l }Sl i S & % 2 E& % ’?l 5] 8 )E’zﬁ 55 moz Lji /% "j-
strategically placed on the North, Wk » H 7 CA ni e I N 7B ™
Soul‘h‘ an(% \‘Nesll s‘i\dves 0["lvh‘e\ar‘ea‘lo 2 2 1c LD ;(\ Zf): % g 3 ﬂff L Al g E N 7]( 1% % % 135 i% E
protect the entrances to this settlement T W 14 1Z I A KRB 3 A N = I Ve L o D E’)]‘
from wha'l lhe' people ol'Sokei believed H ey Z I E [N Tt L;i == Bl % pilsl }}I: ;jE rE T 7] & :
to be evil wm.ds blowmg‘from Mt. VO s 5 < &S I ¥ o P Ve 7 A 8 S E o X2
()rmg, Nt[}[] K;tilhliandetk;luzgﬁll. bt ?? V-V ‘(ﬁ n A < E E‘IK N A ,G% 2 'S L 'pﬁ m & ﬁt V2 *é‘ U‘
n the day of the month o
the lunar calendar, they have a ritual \
where they sacrifice cows at the three . . . . . ol
Ishigantou sites to drive away evil. Z ﬂﬁ fﬂg "Z i £ £ F D E X I §E % & H‘ﬂi ﬁ] Vlllage DeSIQnated_CU|tura| Herltage (HIStOI‘IC S_IteS) FA
5 THhIBTI FFHEY A4 P W - ﬁtll N /BN Matsuda Hippodrome and Pine N
NERmoLMNTRYITE IS g AR B Tree Colonnade MY,
E 2B SR Py, E A g 40T Bkl s e ot
e D Val Bl N 5 & | =) T o 2 < % L DT ey @ At the site of what is now Matsuda Elementary
b L) A 3 1E % 9 > % = 3] 1 e ﬁz W z .;' N = School exists the “Matsuda Hipprodrome and Pine
4 m % o)) g v 5 =t D o L ~ N T F 3 F s 1 =5 Tree Colonnade”, which was constructed by the
Z 5 I 13 # T 5 Vel ‘7 ﬁ T ) Y 75 S EC D) EREST 7 '7 j “Tiiratanmeh” who migrated from Shuri so that the .
5 7|£ E o) % 5 A > Z’J L it i 2 ‘b f1o° 7 Ly flikh 1 ?7 > people of Kochiya (present-day Matsuda) could enjoy %A
n Ve T I(j‘] (5 ﬁﬁ H L{ I %) y o ~ lé! 17 A H 3 If jj local horse races in the Meiji Era.
T D T [ I 7 *'a g CE‘E 13 B { iE / < i 4R > < The racetrack is 250 meters long and 25 meters
W 1% PN % * N 5 N 7% — = Z/E ~ fi J Sk i< 1o ./ wide, with pine trees planted on either side of the
ES fi ] (2 * ) 30 L A % fﬁ\ b4 = 4 [ ’{ ik % b5 54 track that made for quite a spectacle during races.
j; VOARAS 6‘ 5 % Q) R/ ]: U D= AL gk n 5}’/?% Today, the Matsuda Colonnade makes for a
Pegoy O BB A 5 B Ea R @i Fs  BR beautitul sight.

The Ugan of Sokei (Shrine) dofk X HE T oM WAL Eﬁ
In a section of Sokei, you can find sacred sites called “Ugan”. In 1713, the Ryuku nov 3 X 3— /0| < F A %\
Monarchy compiled the “Origins of the Ryuku Country” and referred to the Ugaki as b f H W » M H n VA % i }?‘
“Machougamano Dake” or by the sacred name “Arahatayorifusano On-ibe”. my ISR |:j D 73 7 i H 1IN
In 1942, at the site of this Utaki, they built a shrine-like structure, moving the o o T O \1 % {Ej ﬁﬁ ‘7 D @_ A Y==N
gods of Izanami-no-mikoto, Hayatama-no-mikoto and Kotosaka-no-mikoto from the T ity 7J( A = T M o fe H,'l ;[E
“Naminoue-gu Santuary” to the new structure and calling it Omiya Shrine. x Jisk i & ) ¥ 513 iy 2 ;: J/JF(
Until 1955, the forestry industry was booming and many Quercus Miyagii (Luchu F ;‘ . ?) U ‘(”’ Eﬂ]’\‘
Oak)had been planted around Ugan in Okinawa. Even after the industry slowed, it is L 7z 1% m EE‘J 5 ] ‘—‘ Val ! fﬂ
thought that the people of Sokei continued to tend to the Luchu Oaks without cutting 7~ 1y] 7 K 5 T ) > i‘:/ 74
them down because they believed the area to be sacred. ° L T D Iz L é % D LEE )r—)g 53]
w7 Z D5 T g h o=
fez @ CoOW R KT

Maehara Remains

In a section of Matsuda,
you can find what is referred
to as the Maehara Remains.
At this site on Maehara
Beach, a Baaki(ancient Okinawan
basket) from approximately 3,800
years ago was found containing
Quercus Miyagii (Luchu Oak)acorns.

After hundreds or thousands of
years, plant life in such a site is
meant to decay, but a study revealed
that people in the Jomon Era
submerged such fruit in water to
remove impurities and preserve them
for consumption.
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trees. They also found remains of wooden catacombs made
from Chagi(Japanese name: Inumaki, or “Japanese evergreen”).

Kanna Uenuatai Okawa Gushiku Ruins (Furujima, Ginoza Site) %@i ;’ﬁ 71; é;ri % - < ?EL J
In the west of the Kanna settlement, there is a forest called In a section of Ginoza called Furujima, you can find the “Ginoza 58 EJ% *% %\ ¥ ;\‘ lif é Hl A %
“Uenuatai” (known as the Yoriage Forest Park in our vernacular) Nuru Sanctuary” where legend says that Okawa Aji once lived and is T & e e ﬂE z DN n\{ VoH
and the vegetation is dispersed all over the various limestone also known as the Okawa Gushiku (Fortress). g T f Sy ; @; I 75‘ @ E;
and non-limestone environments, making it a unique and In the area surrounding the Fortress, you can find an interesting 23 ¥ 7"2 "_‘('jf é 75 5 * NoEE
valuable forest. topography that suggests a use of masonry techniques for defense and Ho12 % x5 7 A D D
You can also find the largest Okinawan Blue Oak Forest in protection. During excavation of the area, they found Chinese pottery 4= h: Z fg il ¥ T g
the prefecture here, where between November and December from the 12th to 14th centuries. L 14 72‘ ﬁj 7w ﬁﬁ a
there is large-scale harvesting of acorns. < iF z ™ '(, Hi — =7 F
In an excavation of the cavernous area of the forest, they v i ES ¥ B faf b L N (= _“é’_?%}}iﬁ
discovered that during the Gusuku Era you could find smithies ES 1)) g il D\ 5] 3 w 5 Li‘
here and that the Ryukyu monarchy planted the oaks as sacred g h 350 O % B 95 v T
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Utilizing Nature, Culture and Industry Ginoza-style tourism

Ginoza’s concept for tourism is to let visitors experience Ginoza “just the way it is”.

We aim to make full use of our rich water, natural, cultural and historical resources by proving tourists with an array of attractions. On the nature side, tourists can
enjoy activities such as farm visits and limestone cave explorations. On the cultural side, tourists can visit the Village Museum or Village Culture Center, where they can
enjoy Kamishibai (literally “Paper Theatre”), exhibitions, village plays, etc., while learning about our village history and culture.

But that’s not all! We are also working hard at developing and offering tourist attractions that contribute to good health and fitness, such as visits and activities at the
golf course, baseball field and our Maritime Health Facility (public gymnasium), as well as resort-like activities such as sea kayaking
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Making use of nature’s bounty Signature products

In Ginoza Village, we cultivate a number of agricultural products, from sugarcane to strawberries, mangoes, pineapples and potatoes through to chrysanthemums
and houseplants, and in recent years we have been working on cultivating such eco-friendly vegetables as mesclun greens and crystalline ice plants.

We are also concentrating on aquafarming and the cultivation of marine products such as mozuku seaweed and Japanese tiger prawns. You can also find delicacies
made from ingredients that enhance their freshness, as well as traditional crafts with dynamic designs that demonstrate a fine craftsmanship.

Many people from within and outside of Okinawa come to the Local Farmers’ Market and Shop, which houses tons of these signature products to enjoy a piece of
the “Future Ginoza”. The Market and Shop handles everything from product development to sales.
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