Full of hopes and dreams, Ginoza is building a brighter a future.

The Village of Water, Greenery and the Sun

On April 1, 19486, after the four areas of Kochiya, Ginoza, Sokei and Kanna se
birth to the new village of Ginoza. In the midst of the turmoil of the postwar pefi
nature, Ginoza was able to build itself around the agricultural industry. Today, Gin
industry, as well as other.forms of business.

en the village of Kincho, they merged, giving
dunty of the land and sea and an abundance of
S young people and hoping to develop a tourism

With our Honensai Festi nd‘ other traditional arts, we have cri
been able to maintain landscapes that can only be found in Okinawa. We hope
our village and those wi e beyond its borders, to show them all the wonders Ginoza h

Lour rich natural environment, Ginoza has
ill serve as a way to reach all those within

Village Charter
We, the people of Ginoza Village

<Pledge to love nature and make our village beautiful.
Protection and nurturing of nature and the environment (By planting flowers and other plants and
cleaning our rivers and the ocean, we shall build a beautiful and clean village.)

{OPledge to follow the rules and make our village hospitable.
Well-rounded character (By loving our hometown, respecting our elders, helping each other,
obeying the rules, being on-time, and greeting each other, we shall'build a cozy village.)

{OPledge to develop industry and make our village dynamic.

Industrial development (By creating respect for labor, promoting business and nurturing our
young people’s dreams, we shall build a vibrant village.)

<OPledge to enrich education and make our village cultured.
Cultural enrichment and development (By loving our children, nurturingstheir talents and
treasuring tradition and the arts, we shall build a culturally refined village.)

<OPledge to enjoy sports and make our village lively.
Healthy and Happy Homes (By exercising both body and mind and committing to health, we
shall build a happy and vibrant village.)

(

Sr
BT 0% 8 o

AT S5
AR 25 O

g

1B R A TE
T o 33 04

e
Z

3 ASEOA ZEEmoNEA
K SHASTNATCBERE
NSO TR SFLLIE

RS TS B REIETE S % 7T
@

U ERET O R E o C M CHFRY

EOXEE BB

il
punCahun e &y isfronte: o)l

NI ASES EF 2 CEIR IR
HEHFCHER S CE O MG X8

-~
-

ESE N T NG

~—

CASH Y Y

- MEEETFENRE.

— BARAEEL.EZELVWREDIKDELLS,
BA - REBEORESHK((EPEEE T JIIvEaZSWC L.
SERTCEULLWDLO%E,)

— EFEDETFTD FEHLVHEDLDELLS,

EHRBARBERLZR UL ZEAZWCDD, B ULCBIT
BV EXOPREZTO. ADILVHVESDERDIE

HENWRDILD%,)

— EXEBIL.ENHZIHEODELLS,
EXORR (5% 80\ EEXDRRERD BSEOEDRH
TEENBHHIDE,) S

~

— BEZRO. EDRZEDLDEL&LS,
BEDORR XLORE(FELEBL, BUTHNE
B EHREEEATICL EOBLILORTI<DE,)

— AR=YICHLH BBV ZDDHL &S,

2R - E/IBRE (DB ZHRABROKDICHI FBE
BADVREPHOIDZ,)




IR RNE—=)—T % [ HODEF 1A HEFHEDRES]

N
~o.o

OLYTHECDANIEDT I AICADERE 2 RERLTIZL
BMAREELZLED HEELYT Moo oo XY YR T RO
TN E S F AR R X T Ley 96745 817 %0213 KEH
TTHAT ORRE Sl %2 TSP LD IRy BRTIE T
t 20 STzl op K& EN R S-S PR =N < B R A I
64:;@/\%??7})\%577&%;% L 7z ‘b\gﬁﬂgﬁoﬁf\ﬂﬂ\%QBE
5loagtfggifwb\jjﬁ¥m bjhﬁlﬁcigﬁ%ccﬁfkﬁﬁi“é
‘:7?;(][“,%;“%@14%@% ’6@@5{EJLCiﬁ:(r77b\bb\L$ 77:)
rlbg@vageceg CR 2 Sho o x gy s LTRRES
N rxowmE 1D j;{ﬁ’@/\?)] T @ﬁiﬂ@b/‘;&@;ci@oAn
HD w758 "o hmta S AR KA P
b c s/ (i ERA LNy D H 7S ¢ i 4 B T 0 )
N EZ b b Z M e S S ° ® A2 e g5
77%!)5 LU SN % %xxﬁ Eﬁfﬁg&/ﬁ\btﬁ%/’(k‘ QEP
fC(Z@%)L\@:‘ ﬁbzbﬁﬁg h‘%b%bifcgﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ;
50 5 @ HE o . %7’3‘7,, . éﬁéh’.:b\‘/ﬁ\%@_‘gfﬁﬁ‘%
DANTLIER £bHK KN EASTHND S @b R b L
% b5 L T E &E Eh AN E A "I 3 VwEHEHXFEARKRNNLE % H
T a2 ¥ EHFgE e President A B HEE R G2 Executive Director
2E Eco-friendly Produce Research Association HiERE Ginoza Village Tourism Development Bureau
KL ¥ zn Atsushi Oshiro il N 24 Hayato Nakama
I'd love for a great number of people to enjoy safe and secure mesclun greens I'd love for everyone to experience daily life and the wonders of Ginoza “just the way it is”
| am the current president of the Eco-friendly Produce Research Association. Agriculture is a high-risk, high-return business. Although it requires Born in the Ginoza district, | was raised and went to elementary, middle and high school right here in Ginoza. This community has made me into the
large investments at the outset, with hard work and dedication you can see great results that make it a very rewarding career. | truly believe that you person | am today. Growing up, | participated in the Children’s and Youth Volunteer Councils, and would like to give back to the community that helped
have to put your whole life into this work to see its value. raise me. After graduating from high school, | left Okinawa and worked as a wedding photographer and became a member of the Tourism Development
At the Research Association, we strive to produce mesclun greens without the use of pesticides by carefully controlling the temperature and Bureau in November of 2009. | was a complete novice when it came to tourism strategies, but | did my best to learn as much as | could. Now | find
fertilizers we use during cultivation. To us, ensuring food safety is a matter of course and we believe that it is up to us to guarantee production supplies myself pondering, “What is Ginoza all about?” In my mind, “Ginoza is just a place that exists as it is, completely genuine.” I'd love for everyone to
for distribution, so that a great number of people can enjoy our products. experience daily life here and the wonders of Ginoza “just the way it is”.
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Treasuring and passing on traditional performing arts in my own way REDICPDOAIDRA—TENATYTIVDIR Y DMUES TR EBDF. Z LT ARDHBERED
" ) ) L BEIEBARICHBETHEVNSITET BNZEFr—LRAhELTRITE LT,
| am an Umamgsa, or performer of a tradmongl performance art in the Ginoza district known as Chondara. My father was also an Umamega, and | NOBH%ESEICPRTD - DI HEER 35 E A IR TN REAAY FCEELE DS N
grew up watching him perform. What brought me into the world of Chondara was when there was a call for volunteer performers for a community event SRDBRRES L DREIFE>TNET HO=Zaybxx778—

and | raised my hand, thinking it’d be fun. For well over ten years | have participated in events such as the biannual Hachigatsu Ashibi (August Jubilee) EY
and other local events, but never have | thought it to be laborious. Each district has its own way of practicing, but in the Ginoza district | can express
myself freely, and that’s why I've been able to keep at it all these years. Now that I'm past 30, I'm thinking it’s time to put some effort into training a

successor and continuing the history of our traditional performing arts with other fellow performers.
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The Village of Water. .C.“(A)nservation and Utilization

Kanna Dam Chosen as one of the 100 Greatest Dams in Japan : i
The Kanna Dam, completed in October of 1992, is a result of nearly 20 years of planning, analysis and building for the In the areas suﬁmg the Dam, there are places such as the Medaka-no Gakkou (second reservoir) and Kohan Park
purpose of developing the river systems on the main island of Okinawa. The main purpose of the dam was to retain water where you can encounter crabs, shrlmps and a number of other freshwater and seawater creatures living-and coexisting with =
for use in the municipal water and sewage systems and for irrigation and water supply management. Furthermore, in 2005, all kinds of plant and sea life. You can also enjoy Okinawan architecture and scenery at Kanna Dam, with its castle walls and
Kanna Dam was selected as one of the 100 Greatest Dams or Lakes in Japan, in a national recognition of its state-of-the-art Shisa statues Ic%klng over everyone atop the watchtower. Aside from being our water lifeline, Kanna Dam has also become a
structure, thanks to the efforts put forth in building a dam that would blend in with and preserve the natural environment. ;3 place where we ca{l obéerve and enjoy nature, a place where people come to relax and feel at ease. \ RN
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People and dams, fostering AR
DYTIE BIEFE

a rich relationship with the

0 FTELOHBANNVIE

sea and our rivers S
In Ginoza, you will find water bodies SMLAADSHNSDS
from indigenous lagoons and mangrove 72(1](1%\%)&0)?&77%0)1%&&9

swamps through to the sea, rivers and
dams. We are truly blessed with an aquatic
glory that has never allowed us to suffer
from water shortages, allowing us to focus
on delivering a stable supply of water for life
and agriculture in Ginoza. As a result, our
village has flourished into a place where
agriculture thrives and our citizens can live
with peace of mind.

Water provides us with countless
benefits in our village life. In recent years, not
only has it been a source for daily living and
agriculture, but a movement to use water as

EERA LOEERIELERGI KN AE R BIC LD TV DY DBHER. Bm
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TUEBS LDORDITEENARERAEU AR Y b —BHRELDD

FRTCIEFHRENEREDETOLEBICBAREDHEFEZFU B SEFENG S TIEDMAER

a catalyst for tourism has also begun. In the ANV MEEZATHONTWS,
Iagoons. and Fukuji Rlv.er, visitors can enjoy - . e SEREM) IOA ST O— T BES

kayakking and experience dragon boat - Ao - - : i A ERICED S CEEH T AR RIS, 2

races. In winter, people can also enjoy " — - o e : HDIEERE TN TEDS

sports camps, such as the Kanna Dam
Canooing Adventure and Overnight

iyt e el Mgk ey e REr s SRR EEERTE . A
operated by the Ginoza Village Tourism }@ :;')E g %): i L ] ’( i 7}/?\ ;:E 72 *{\ E(E 1;‘1 » 3575 é /ZE:': *\j; )}! L\ ’f
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“We commit ourselves to finding the < = m] g& = ~ ] 1o L . A B b‘\‘ % E{ c k)] ]

pleasures of dalily life | il d n ; i itz ol Ux H 2 o R

ur ily life in our village an < & 2 o Ef i Zo B K b Ko ES g L K < = » b < -~
create events around them,” says the v 7 F > R D < / 7= o L K D ok 3 =4 El R ﬂ
Toursim Development Bureau’s Executive % N 7 Bk A N e o 5 7 L & 7z 7 5 n L D v
Director, Mr. Hayato Nakama. He also F I:P ya) k Ji A~ ¥ v ViR Hi i L s T B8 %? =2 it 7z » H i
enthusiatically adds: “If you go out and o L2 SN 2oy ES H S < I ETRN o W C 45 %o L\
explore the village, you’ll come across & % 7 AN AR 2 3—0 g 7z % 5 Y » L D T 1 N
magical places like the limestone caves that 7;: @ ] : T O N *E‘ ) <\ bii j( B I 7:‘ {ﬂ: éE\ *if 3 z]‘§ i
bear plentiful water. Beforg arjy dgms were D‘ 1;‘1 7:; Lg ﬁi N ﬂi’. i’] Eﬂ ’% 7:; 7°) [ﬂ &b\ f; ?E g ﬁ 5 75\‘ @‘
consutructed, the mountains in Ginoza also J/J:\ ﬁ Lz piy f% 1 )” X }'ﬁ % % *‘]L 5 % C Fﬁ 3 %v; i@ g E

provided us with a significant supply of
water that allowed for our village to flourish.
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I’d love to show everyone the wonders of o
Ginoza through the interplay between such ., . - N f > CD
an historical background and the features of ) c m 5 {E ﬂi{ {PTI 2 AR K2 X AFE WM T T & M
our natural environment.” b C‘ >) E‘ JL T2 3& /:I\ - {i 2 Cc-, < L j; ) % FEﬁ Eﬂ (AN a‘ ﬁ- N jd o

At the moment, the Bureau is working 9 + < ZE L( > U 1 Tz W a o ‘H e it ot £ & ARG Yﬁ; N
on planning future activities, such as ES N2 LI R < }‘b\ > < T & ) ESNG i Kl fi; N ¥ ;Z D —
Capture the Flag games on the tidal flats e x ,D iy H i b Z n W iﬁ w N = Ji& *F‘F 5 ray i = 5 = ° fd o
and a special Fujikawa River Boat Tour L }K 'H Fj§ % ﬂﬂ 7 i % X e ; C *’E ?L ﬁz & = B A
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where people can “gaze upon Ginoza from (ATt < 72 I} % “I 5 1= < < S n oL 7 S oo A {n
the sea”. With this tour, they plan to restore )ﬁ? e = 8 Ve ) yaN e EA N ﬁ ) ﬁﬁ [J-l ?I/ C; H’ % % T ™
the Yambarusen (Okinawan sailboat) and fit @ <T D ik &E [y e T H W %g o) SN g é 7 o D T L( 2 } I I
Fujikawa River’s role as an anchoring station. ,0) ;j\: % /JJ:\ y) i< JE % ’Q‘ ﬁ H"J ES 6 35 5{ ;3 iﬁ& $ 53( mi v %

However, given that the tidal flats area @ Iﬁ] A @ %) IJ'I EIL-} 7; = % ;"E? L’ 5 73\ I % ,—-—\. I }')' %
is shared with the American Military and that JC IZ % '33 o) }E'; D & & D5t < J:I:‘ D s % E" H % !@ L
the reconstruction of the Yambarusen . g Bl i i % D 2 i e i T 5 7K L k& fF C o

X T ik B E T S hBEHEFMN AP TomE >3 )

requires a great deal of time and resources,
realizing these plans will be a great
challenge. Village citizens need to be given a
chance to express their opinions before
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there can be any movement forward with :ﬁ 3@ n L v
these plans. » fE 1 o O
Revitalization of the valuable resource *,jé VA F M
that is water in our village can contribute to B ¥ It b Bl
deepening our understanding of the history T %% H’ b 3”( L hY
of our village and to building solidatiry [ . Fﬁﬂ ?
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among our citizens, turning water into a
hidden source for instilling new values in our 3* % < 7;: 7‘;; % %
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Building our brand Ginoza, the Organic Village

After the recovery of this region in 1972, Ginoza village rose ahead of other towns in the development of its agricultural infrastructure. We can proudly
say that as a result of being one step ahead of our neighbors, our farmland preservation and irrrigation efficacy ratings are excellent, and that thanks to our
constant efforts we enjoy a robust agricultural industry, meeting all industry standards.

What's more, we are striving to create a brand presence for ourselves as safe and secure producers. To accomplish this, the government and farming
communities have maintained a constant dialogue since 2004 in regards to driving reduction of the use of pesticides and promotion of organic farming in
the area.

In one such initiative, four local formers joined in 2006 to create the Ginoza Eco-Friendly Produce Association, which has succesfully cultivated spinach
and other vegetables with the use of non-chemical fertilzers and without the use of pesticides. In March 2010, with such efforts and the patronage

A village that knows the power of nature and the joy of food

and famers like these in mind, Ginoza Village committed itself to facilitating the cultivation of “Eco-Friendly Products” by proclaiming itself as “Ginoza, the
Organic Village”.

Since then, we have endorsed the use of the “Ginoza Eco-Friendly Product” logo to farmers and organizations that are committed to cultivating “safe
and secure produce” and dedicated to the reduction of chemical fertilizers during cultivation. This not only covers distribution of products into the
wholesale market, but also extends to other forms of business, such as direct buying and selling, contract farming, online sales and agro-processing,
increasing recognition of the “Ginoza Eco-Friendly Product” brand and expanding our market reach. Lastly, it serves as a way to help us provide
consumers with the “safe and secure produce” they seek and to promulgate our concept of environmentally friendly produce from an environmentally
friendly source.

08



A village that knows the
power of nature and the joy
of food

As we have mentioned, with agriculture
as one of our primary industries, Ginoza’s
agricultural infrastructure developed rather
quickly.

With sugarcane as Ginoza Village’s
cash crop, production of all kinds of flowers,
such as chrysanthemums and orchids, and
tropical fruits, including pineapple and
mangoes, as well as the recent introduction
of mesclun greens and greenhouse
cultivation techniques for strawberries, we
are pioneers in agricultural production.

Nevertheless, Ginoza is facing a major
dilemma in regards to the nationwide decline
in the number of farmers, a decreasing
farming population and an aging society. In
response to this issue, starting in 1999, the
Farming Apprentice Training Center took it
upon itself to educate and train agricultural
interns within the community (for
approximately 2 years at a time) as a way of
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“I believe farming is work that requires a
lifetime of trial and error in which one must

DCTERGIHOM N F WO E -

face the fruits of one’s labor with nothing but DRI BEEN A BB A>T R
one’s own knowledge and experience. And BT AVE LT, BN SBATEERBDTHYHNTT BRAEEET B2 TA A DI 38 S R (ANUN
in those times when I've hit a brick wall, | am , = CEAEEED, DRI, BN —— T4 BRAFE R — Z &
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crystalline ice plants. " g n o
Water, land and the government’s hand i ﬁ
are all essential to agriculture. However, we Eea [
believe that the secret to Ginoza’s products’ /U l/‘:.)”
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Mijitayaa (Village Designated Intz ble P of Fo ultural Heritage)

The “Mijitayaa”, a corruption of the word medaya”, is a communal dance in which four men and four women dance using their hands and arms. Accor¢ il
one theory, this dance was performed to welcome public officials of the Ryukyu Monarchy when they visited the village. The music and choreography for this dance is
something that is not seen in other parts of the region.

Now that performances of village plays have become a rare sight, there are few opportunities to enjoy this unusual art and it can only be seen at special
celebrations and similar events.

In April 1996, it was designated as an Intangible Piece of Folk or Cultural Heritage by Ginoza Village.

Carrying on our history : at creat

Okinawa Prefecture Intangible Piece of Folk or Culturaﬁieritage Ginoza’s Chondara

The original “Chondara” lived in the village of Aniya in Shuri, and wandered around the main island of
Okinawa. They made a living by performing and entertaining in various scenes, celebrations, puppet shows
and dance performances. For example, they chanted Buddhist incantations at Buddhist memorial services
with chants, the beating of drums, and dances. They were also known to go around door-to-door and entertain
various crowds.

After the abolishment of the Han System, their performances were reborn as stage acts at the Sungaa
Playhouse in Shuri.

“Ginoza’s Chondara” was introduced in a playhouse in Ginoza by Toguchi Bukyou who stayed at the Sogawa
Playhouse for a while. In 1900, the youth of the village performed these acts at the Hachigatsu Ashibi (August
Jubilee) , marking the start of “Ginoza’s Chondara”.

The Ginoza's Chondara has been performed here for the past century, and in 1985 Okinawa Prefecture

designated it as an Intangible Piece of Folk or Cultural Heritage.

Mutubu-Ufunushi

The “Mutubu-Ufunushi” kumi-odori predates the unification of the Ryukyu Dynasty, and is set in an era of rivalry and a type of play referred to as a “revenge play”.
It is a product of the era of feudalism, and highly influenced by Confucian doctrines, a play of poetic justice. The play spans seven acts and approximately two hours,
making it a full-length feature with a score that employs the use of shamisen, taiko drums, Japanese shawms, gongs and conch trumpets.

The 1818 transcription of the “Mutubu-Ufunushi” and other works of the era, can still be found in Matsuda District and have been designated by the village as
Tangible Pieces of Folk or Cultural Heritage. These scripts suggest that the kumi-odori of Matsuda has a history of almost 200 years.

Choja-no-ufusu

The common belief is that the Choja-no-ufusu has been performed in Kanna since ancient times; however, during the latter half of the Meiji Era it had a hiatus
and only reappeared in 1914. Originally, it was a three-man act with the Choja and his two sons, Chikurun and Pechin. The set seemed empty with so few
performers, though, and since 1929 a further two characters, the Choja’s grandchildren, were added to form a cast of five members.
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Fostering a sense of
community through the
Honen-sai Festival

The districts of Matsuda, Ginoza, Sokei
and Kanna in Ginoza Village, though on
different days, all host Hounen-sai Festivals
(August Jubilee & Village Plays) around the
15th day of the 8th month of the lunar
calendar.

Originally, the Honen-sai festival was a
festivity where people would worship and
show their appreciation to the gods for the
harvest at village Utaki(Okinawan
sanctuaries) and celebrate the start of the
new harvest year. Warriors who migrated
from Shuri and Naha into the region after the
abolition of the Han system in 1871 are said
to have played a major role in influencing the
present performance styles for this festivity. - o . -

There is one unique detail as to the way M2 EDBIEWEDEEBITEST—E— (REX) TIEF=TDUHY (FAHK) X RY)VF TCOEWNEE (EFEX)
in which the Honen-sai is celebrated in our
village in that we do not begin our the
dedication or performance of the plays until
after we have offered our Ugan, or prayers,
to those figures involved in the founding of
our local place of worship and settlement.

The previously mentioned Chondara of
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Mid-Autumn Festival called the “Village Play”

and the other is called the “Koi Play” where
professional performers are invited.
Consequently, the district is able to offer a
traditional folk celebration to the gods on a
yearly basis.

In this way, each district hosts its own
version of the Honen-sai Festival. Even so,
there is one thing that all of them have in
common, and that is a mentorship system
where the experienced members of the
community take younger members as
apprentices under their wings and rigorously
train them in the traditional performance arts
as a way of carrying on our traditions,
facilitating the flow of communication and
fortifying the bonds in our local community.
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