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. Mayor of Uchiko Town, Ehime Prefecture
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Sister-Town,Uchiko-Town, in Ehime Prefecture

Uchiko Town, in Ehime Prefecture, is located 40km southwest of the prefectural capital of Matsuyama. The Oda River, an arm of the Class A Hiji River, flows through
the center of the town. On April 1, 2005, the town of Ikazaki in Kita District, which had become a sister city of Ginoza in 1973, merged with the town of Uchiko in the same
district and the town of Oda in Kamiukena District, crossing over district boundaries to form the new Uchiko Town. With a population of 18,045 inhabitants (according to
the 2010 National Census) and an area of 299.50km2, 77% of its land area is covered by forests. The year-round mild climate of this scenic mountainous area allows for a
diverse agriculture and forestry industry.

The townspeople who made a fortune through the production of sumac wax voluntarily constructed a wooden makeshift playhouse in 1916. It was the set for Kabuki
and many other kinds of entertainment, generating a buzz in the town. In later years, due to deterioration and the danger of it collapsing, the townspeople came together
and feverishly restored the playhouse in 1985. Since then, it has been the setting for a number of plays, concerts and performances, and is loved by all the residents of
Uchiko. Presently, many kinds of events are taking place in celebration of the centenary of its establishment.
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In 2000, during the 26th G8 Summit held in Kyushu and
Okinawa, then Prime Minister of Italy, Mr. Giuliano Amato,

visited Ginoza Village and talks of a sister city relationship
began, marking the start of our interaction with Pescia.

S,

Pescia is an old catsle town located in Italy’s Tuscany
region. The town’s economy was built around production of
paper and silk in the 16th Century, and many historical
merchant homes still remain. In addition, the title of the
beloved children’s novel “Pinocchio”, is said to
have been inspired by the birthplace (Pescia) of
the mother of author Carlo Lorenzini, better
known by his pen name of Carlo Collodi.
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Thereafter, he served as Village Mayor for three terms for wyg N lc f= = - B D I} 2 = z: % 1F =]
a total of 12 years. He then served as a representative in the = B }g E == 35 1£ = T—ﬁ X *Tj 7‘5 = BB & ° gﬁ 25
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Mayor of Ginoza. Having lived through three eras (the Meiji, =] n IEﬂZ ¥E0D T3 éjz‘l A ﬂf N z 2
Taisho and Showa periods) and having contributed greatly to 3 2.'-( =i j( 45 ) IE /H‘H ES x 5% (e E $ %
the development of the village government and the welfare of }_/ BZ EE % e ﬁ E ?ﬁ :I'Eé 7[: n B :E f& % X 2R
village residentsy. in November of 1967 the national & ) e VP by g N % T
overnment-awarded him the Fifth Class Ribbon in the Order o iF D B BB |c (DN R l:BZ lc B & % i
gfthe Sacred Treasure. & I & FOfE 7‘73 ] Tq a iE & 25 i_-'HjE %Ti é% &
Bestowal on December 25, 1977 Y fE N O W R M E TENLRE - Zgnsu@sﬁinzato
Passed away in 1981, at the age of 98
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Koushin Nakayama was born in a section of Ginoza Village on April 7, 1904. He graduated from the regular course at Okinawa Prefectural Normal School in March of 1926 and
proceeded to enter the Normal School’ s specialized course, graduating in March 1927. That same year, he started his career as a teacher at Ginoza Higher Elementary School. In April of
1930, he was transferred to the Okinawa Girls’ Normal School’ s Affiliated Elementary School. After serving as a pedagogue and vice-principal for 12 years, he became principal at Ginoza
Junior High School in May of 1948. He made use of his printed works “Yoran” for the in-service training of his faculty. He was a remarkable educational leader who reared 15 local school
principals and in April 1952 became the first Educational Guidance Chief at the Ryukyu Government Education Bureau. After his appointment, in his efforts to strengthen the government
and education, he started the Educators Internship System, conducting necessary faculty certification courses and making a large-scale contribution to the education system.

Furthermore, in April 1969 he became the last head of the Ryuku Government Education Bureau. In recognition of his high-caliber educational administration, he received the Fourth
Class Ribbon in the Order of the Rising Sun in April 1975 as well as a Lifetime Achievement Award in Education from the Okinawa Prefectural Government in November 1982.

Bestowal in October 1983
Passed away in 1994, at the age of 89
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Moriyoshi:Maeshiro was born in Naha in November 1913. In April 1942, he was enlisted as a member of the Hainan Island Naval Facilities Department, Iwojima Construction Headquarters
Hospital, and was demobilized in September 1946. The following year, in 1947, he was assigned to Ounoyama Clinic. Thereafter, in 1951, he became a licensed medical practitioner. In December
of 1951, he was assignedtoZamami Clinic. In the midst of the period of turmoil after the war, he devoted himself to care-giving in light of the outbreak of tuberculosis and malaria and the severe
scarcity of health care providers and medical equipment.

In May 1953, he was assigned to Kayo Clinic, in a back-country mountain village with terribly hazardous transportation conditions, where he exerted himself day and night to give medical care
to his patients by attending house calls by bicycle or on foot. In March 1954, he moved to the Ryukyu Governmental Nago Hospital’ s Affiliated Ginoza Clinic and spent 37 years there until March
1991. This was Ginoza Village’ s only local medical facility. He committed himself to our residents’ health and hygiene, making an immense contribution to managing the health of our villagers.
His 40 years of achievement in medicine were recognized and awards were bestowed upon him by the Governor of Okinawa in November 1984 and again by the Health Minister in March 1987.

Bestowal in May 1991
Passed away in 2001, at the age of 89
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were recognized by the nation and, in 1978, he was
awarded the Fifth Class Ribbon in the Order of the

g Bestowal in August 2005 44
Passed away in 2005, at the age of 96
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The Association of Navel Towns of Japan Furano, Hokkaido
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Yamato, Kumamoto

“The Tempusu, Ginoza” Declaration The Association of Navel Towns of Japan

The Association of Navel Towns of Japan was established in 1997 by
municipalities considered to be at the core, center or focus of their regions’ .
resources. On October 23, 1999, declaring itself as “The Tempusu (Okinawan for Belly button of Hokk.a\do Be.Hy b.utton 9f Japan
“pelly button”), Ginoza became a member of the Association. Furano, Hokkaido Nishiwaki, Hyogo

Association members are working towards increasing the appeal and )
dynamism of their communities by promoting production and promulgating culture, Belly button of Fukushima Center of Okayama
all while strengthening interaction and friendship among all members. Motomiya, Fukushima Kibichuo, Okayama

The current members are the eight municipalities listed below. Each member .
municipality hosts Association events and local products exhibitions on an annual Core of the Japan Archipelago  Belly button of Kyushu
rotational basis. Capitalizing on the fact that all the member municipalities are Sano, TOChIgI Yamato, Kumamoto
spread over the various regions of Japan, the Association has created a support
system in case of disaster, as outlined in the Mutual Disaster Support System Center of Japan Core of Okinawa Island

Memorandum. Shibukawa, Gunma  Ginoza, Okinawa
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